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by Dr. Art Jarvis

A message from  
the executive director

Executive Directions

This edition of Curriculum in Context 
would be remiss without taking time 
to recognize the contributions of Kathy 
Clayton, our recently retired Executive 
Director of Washington State ASCD. Kathy 
is the quintessence of this organization, 
which she has faithfully led for many years. 
Her leadership and her knowledge of 
teaching and learning, clearly distinguish 
her as a front-runner among educators. Her 
work at WSASCD evidences this.

Kathy has exemplified the mission of 
WSASCD: Learn, Teach, and Lead. Her 
expert efforts to do all three as Executive 
Director have been sourced from deep 
affection and loyalty for students, teachers, 
and administrators across our state. I 
most recently experienced this as she 
partnered with me in the transition of her 
responsibilities. Her unassuming, humble, 
and ‘behind-the-scenes-service’ qualities 
have enabled her to positively influence the 
entire spectrum of WSASCD activities.

Her technical and organizational skills 
are matched with a refreshing vision that 
has sustained the organization through 
challenging times. Her assumption of the 
role of Executive Director eight years ago 
was destined to span a difficult era. The 
Great Recession has taken a toll on resources 
allocated for professional development 
across the state. Districts have been reeling 
and professional organizations at every level 

are struggling. Attendance at conferences 
has plummeted and memberships have 
suffered. The effects of accountability 
reform have reshaped the focus of 
professional development, sometimes in 
ways that are coherent, and other times 
scattered. Nevertheless, Kathy has remained 
steadfast to the mission of WSASCD. She 
held fast to her tenets to improve teaching 
and learning while adapting to current 
circumstances. Above all, she has been 
unwavering in her belief in our teachers and 
educational leaders.

Under Kathy’s leadership, WSASCD 
has thrived. The organization provides 
timely professional development and 
publications. It is led by a broad array of 
volunteer teachers and administrators who 
adopt best practices and are themselves best 
practitioners. The focus of our work remains 
“The Whole Child” while we provide 
timely, relevant professional development 
opportunities to educators seeking possible 
solutions. For instance, publications such 
as Curriculum in Context, and Critical 
Questions provide information about the 
ways educators are improving student 
achievement. In addition, WSASCD’s 
website facilitates sharing resources and 
professional networks, serving as a venue 
for educational leaders to explore problems 
and new ideas related to all facets of 
curricula. The organization also remains 

a strong voice for education without 
succumbing to partisan politics. As a result, 
WSASCD serves a broad membership of 
teachers, principals, superintendents, and 
others across the spectrum of educational 
professionals who labor to improve our 
craft. The strength of WSASCD is truly an 
indicator of Kathy’s leadership.

We are now positioned to forge ahead 
because of the legacy left by Kathy Clayton. 
However, we also recognize we live in 
an era when some have grown skeptical 
or disenchanted with the promises of 
public education. If we are to build upon 
Kathy’s success we must redouble efforts to 
recognize, support, and share the excellent 
work educators are doing around the State. 
Additionally, the very heart of our work, 
professional development, has also changed. 
It may not require a meeting time or place, 
and it can be done in many new ways -- not 
the least of which is online. It is certainly 
an understatement to say educators face 
challenges requiring innovative thinking – 
and that includes our organization. We too 
must discover new ways to meet the needs 
of our members.

Kathy, you set the standard and we 
hope to fulfill your dreams in the years 
ahead. We believe the theme of this current 
issue reflects your legacy: Transcending 
Boundaries. Thank You.


