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by David W. Denton, Ed.D. 
and Sue Ann Bube, Ed.D. A message 

from the 
editors

Washington educators and their 
students have experienced significant 
change in schooling over the last several 
years. Some familiar examples include 
adoption of Common Core standards, 
revision to teacher and principal evaluation, 
and judicial decisions for funding basic 
education. The ebb and flow of positive 
trends have likewise had an impact, 
such as increased collaboration modeled 
after professional learning communities, 
greater interest in formative assessment for 
improving achievement, new technologies 
for analyzing data, and rebalancing 
accountability schemes with efforts to 
educate the whole child. Less fondly 
recollected, but no less significant, were 
shrinking budgets based on economic 
instability, youth violence in schools, and 
loss of federal waivers from provisions of 
NCLB for failing to link student test scores 
with teacher evaluation.

Through it all, contributing authors to 
Curriculum in Context have examined these 
events and their implications for teaching 
and learning. To be sure, there has been no 
shortage of interesting topics and stories. 
Readers may recall Gene Carter’s doctrine of 
teaching to the whole child, John Goodlad’s 
admonishment to policymakers for greater 
dependence on teacher autonomy, and 
Charlotte Danielson’s summary of the 
importance of revising teacher evaluation in 
Washington and across the United States.

Since the first edition nearly 25 years 
ago, Curriculum in Context has showcased 
the dedication, expertise, and creativity of 
Washington’s educators. The success of the 
journal has depended on the willingness 
of others to share their knowledge and 
experiences. The success of Curriculum in 
Context has also depended on the service of 
contributing authors as well as editors. Over 
the last 3 years, it has been my pleasure to 

serve as editor and build on the foundation 
of excellence established by others. It has 
also been a pleasure to welcome Sue Ann 
Bube as the next editor of Curriculum in 
Context by collaborating on this edition 
with her. Sue Ann’s attitude of service, 
and dedication to WSASCD, along with 
exceptional work ethic, are sure to raise 
Curriculum in Context to new levels of 
distinction.

Welcome, Sue Ann Bube
It is an honor to be the next editor of 

the award winning eJournal Curriculum in 
Context. I am grateful to David Denton 
for all of his expertise and mentoring as we 
transition. Not only are we transitioning 
staff but the journal will also be undergoing 
a slight transformation. In keeping with the 
ASCD motto, Curriculum in Context will 
be introducing three new sections to our 
readers: Learn, Teach, and Lead. Learn, will 
feature short book reviews aligned to the 
journal theme (500 to 750 words). Teach, 
will include articles by teachers for teachers, 
and Lead will feature articles by building, 
district, and state leaders.

Just as the journal is turning a new 
page, I am also beginning a new chapter 
on my career. Over the past 20 years, I 
have taught elementary, middle, and high 
school math and reading, and worked 
both in general education and special 
education classrooms. I completed my 
National Board Certification in 2008 in 
the area of Exceptional Needs Specialist, 
and successfully defended my doctorate 
dissertation on the Effects of Targeted 
Professional Development on Transition 
Services and Teacher Practice completing 
the requirements for the Educational 
Leadership program at Seattle University 
during the Fall of 2014. Working now as 
an adjunct professor in special education 

and the director of the Center for Change 
in Transition Services, I am honored to 
begin my 3-year appointment as editor of 
Curriculum in Context.

I am excited to announce that the 
next issue of Curriculum in Context will 
focus on Equity, Access, and Achievement 
for All. Since 1837 with the creation of 
the Massachusetts Board of Education to 
provide universal education for elementary 
students, the educational system has 
slowly moved from access to education, 
to equal educational opportunity, to 
high achievement for all students. More 
recently, President George W. Bush passed 
the No Child Left Behind Act and Barack 
Obama stated, “Nothing is more important 
than giving everyone the best education 
possible—from the day they start preschool 
to the day they start their career.” To this 
end, our next issue will be focusing on what 
is currently happening in schools to ensure 
equity, access, and achievement for all 
students regardless of their race, ethnicity, 
gender, socioeconomic status, or disability.
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