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by Kathy Clayton

Executive Directions
What an exciting time to be an 

ASCD member!  As an affiliate leader 
with ASCD, I can tell you there is a 
tremendous amount of enthusiasm with 
the fact that Deb Delisle, former Assistant 
Secretary of Education for the Department 
of Education, is the new Executive 
Director and Chief Executive Officer for 
ASCD.  If you listen to Ms. Delisle’s 
introduction at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DyaSvTu_6KU, you will find 
that she has spent her entire career as an 
educator. She has served as a teacher, a 
principal, and in various local, state, and 
national roles.  She is truly an educational 
leader who understands the needs of 
educators.  

This July, Washington State ASCD 
President Janet Regge and I had the 
pleasure of hearing Deb Delisle speak at 
the ASCD Leader to Leader Conference 
in Washington, DC.  She was truly an 
inspiration, sharing her desire to honor the 
work of past educators while continuing to 
support  the education of the whole child.

Washington State ASCD, our 
affiliate, shares her desire to educate the 
whole child through a revised awards 
program.  We are pleased to announce 
that our Whole Child Awards have a new 
nomination window and a simplified 
application process.  Nominations will 
be open December 1st, with a deadline 
of March 4th.  All applications will be 
reviewed by a selection committee to 
determine which schools should receive 
recognition at a venue within the award 
recipient’s school district or Educational 
Service District.  Our mission to be “a 
community of all educators committed to 
promoting promising practices to ensure 
ALL students are safe, healthy, engaged, 
supported, and challenged” is more 

than just words.  The WSASCD Board 
of Directors believes strongly in using 
the awards program to honor schools 
that exhibit our mission in action.  We 
have shining examples in our winners 
from years past on our website at www.
wsascd.org.  This year, we were pleased to 
celebrate the following schools:
• Safe School Award: Tacoma Public 

Schools Cohort One—Birney, 
Boze, Downing, Edison, Franklin, 
Larchmont, Lister, Mt. Tahoma HS, 
Pt. Defiance, Roosevelt, Skyline, 
Truman MS, Whitman: Carla Santorno, 
Superintendent

• Student Engagement Award: Vancouver 
iTech Preparatory, Vancouver Public 
Schools: Christina Iremonger, Principal; 
Dr. Steven Webb, Superintendent

• Supported Students Award: Sunnyside 
High School, Sunnyside School 
District: Ryan Maxwell, Principal; Dr. 
Rick Cole, Superintendent

We will also continue to highlight the 
tenets of the Whole Child through Our 
Critical Question article series.  Fourth 
grade teacher and WSASCD board 
member, Kevin Parr, wrote the September 
article as an introduction for the current 
year.  If you want to know more about 
what we mean by “Whole Child”, visit 
http://wsascdorg.blogspot.com/ to read 
his article.  The pdf can be used to help 
teacher teams and school staffs to learn 
more about ASCD’s whole child initiative. 
You can also learn more about the national 
campaign at www.wholechldeducation.
org.  

The strength of our affiliate’s work 
certainly is a reflection of our strong 
membership, exceptional Board of 

Directors, and the ASCD Emerging 
Leaders.  We are fortunate to have many 
educators in Washington who were 
selected as ASCD Emerging Leaders 
because they demonstrate a passion 
for teaching, learning, and leadership.  
This year, the following educators were 
selected: 
• Jeff Charbonneau, Science Teacher: 

Zillah High School, Zillah School 
District

• James Crawford, Principal: Valhalla 
Elementary School, Federal Way School 
District

• Forrest Griek, Principal: Browns Point 
Elementary, Tacoma Public Schools

• Kelly Murphy, Instructional Facilitator: 
Renton School District

WSASCD loves its Emerging Leaders 
and finds ways to utilize their services to 
support our mission.  Emerging Leaders 
have served as conference/workshop 
hosts, authors of Critical Question articles, 
and past or present members of ASCD 
committees and the Board of Directors.  
To see Emerging Leaders of years past, 
go to http://wsascd.org/ascd-emerging-
leaders-from-washington-state/

As you plan for professional learning 
for yourself, your school, or district, 
remember that well-prepared and trained 
educators make more effective teachers 
and leaders impacting student learning in 
positive ways.  WSASCD has partnered 
with various school districts through the 
years to bring quality professional learning 
to different areas in Washington.  If you 
have an interest in partnering or have a 
professional learning idea, please contact 
me at kclaytonascd@gmail.com.  Thank 
you for your good work for all Washington 
State students!

A message from the 
executive director
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