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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
An Opportunity or an Albatross?
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dent of Publie Instruection and Mr. Blondino
i8 Project Manager, Student Learning Objec-
tives Law in the same office.

ln March 11, 1976, Governor Evans signed
into law Senate Bill 3026, The Student
Learning Objectives Act, which mandates that

A. Identify school district goals.

B. Identify K-8 program goals for
language arts, reading, and mathe-

matics.

"Every school district
board of directors...shall
develop a program identi-
fying student learning ob-
jectives for their dis-
trict for grades kinder-
garten through eight in
the areas of language
arts, reading, and math,
and initiate implementa-
tion of such program on or
before September 1, 1978"

What are the implica-
tions of this law for
school directors, admini-
strators, curriculum dir-
ectors, teachers, and most
importantly, students
themselves? According to
State Superintendent Frank
Brouillet, "This law provides an opportunity
for school districts to develop and relate
objectives to the broad goals of the dis-
trict, +to involve staff and community in a
common effort, and to assess student growth
in terms of those outcomes."

The Superintendent of Public Instruction
has assigned this law a top priority rating
for the staff of his office.

Let's first consider what the new law re-
gquires: by September 1, 1977, each district
will have adopted rules and/or regulations
(policies) that provida for the establish-
ment of a plan and a system to implement
that plan which will meet the intent of the
Student Learning Objectives Law.

I. This plan shall include, but not be
limited to the following:
A. A system for community involvement.
B. A schedule for identifying the

learning objectives for grades K-8
for language arts, reading, and
mathematics.

C. Commencement of the identification
of student learning objectives.

II. Fach district will need to conduct the
following enabling activities that are
essential to developing dquality pro=-
grams for students and tc meeting the
time schedule as prescribed by this
law:
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SENATE BILL 3026

EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT.. .
BEING ACCOUNTABLE TO THE CITIZENS. . .
SHALL DEVELOP A PROGRAM IDENTIFYING
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES. . ."

By September 1, 1978,
each district shall have
completed the process for
identifying the student
learning objectives for K-
8 in language arts, read-
ing and mathematics. More-
over, each school district
shall be prepared to docu-
ment the status of its im-
plementation activities
through the annual state
approval report.

On September 1, 1978,
each district staff wil]
begin the implementation
of the student 1learning

objectives and evaluation

processes through its instructional activi-
ties.

How are student learning objectives de-

fined? The new law specifically states that

"such learning objectives shall be measur-
able as to the actual student attainment and
evaluated at least annually." We consider
the terms "course objectives/goals," "learn-
ing outcomes," and "student competencies" as
essentially synonymous with student learning
objectives. We do not interpret student
learning objectives to be as specific as in-
structional and/or behavioral objectives.

How might a district go about effectively
implementing a program of learning objec-
tives? We suggest an approach which inclu-
des these major tasks: development, imple-
mentation, and evaluation. It must be stres-
sed that no one of these concepts should be
conceptualized in a linear manner. For ex-
ample, one must be concerned with appropri-
ate and feasible evaluation strategies while
engaging in developmental activities. Also,
districts are strongly urged to coordinate
this activity with the fourth and eighth
grades statewide assessment and testing pro-
gram scheduled this year.

Next, each school district should examine
its policies and procedures in order to de-
termine whether and/or to what extent they
are currently meeting the intent of Senate

(continued on page 11)





































