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The Two
Washingtons

AS THE 2006 state legislature
wraps up their work, there are
exciting developments taking place
for increased funding for early
learning programs and other serv-
ices to support our families and
children. It is interesting to com-
pare this trend to the federal level,
where more cuts are projected.

BY JOHN BANCROFT

Impending Cuts in the
Federal Budget

At this printing, the Senate has
passed a bill which would decrease the budgets for Head
Start, Medicare, Medicaid, child support enforcement, and stu-
dent loans by 1%. Child care funding is also pegged at a level
that will not keep up with demand by low income working fami-
lies, which could lead to a reduction of these crucial services.
The vote on these cuts in the Senate was as close as it could
be, 50-50, with Senators from both parties voting against the
cuts. Vice President Cheney had
to hastily return from the Middle
East to cast the tie-breaking vote
for this budget. The House will
not act on the budget until later
this month. If the House supports
the Senate cuts, it is likely to lead
to an approximate $68 million
reduction in Head Start funding.

Washington State Developments

gram to implement a child care

Quality Rating and Improvement

Scale and tiered reimbursement

system, resulting in higher subsidy

rates for providers who provided
higher quality care.

Additionally, the ELC has made
the following recommendations to
the Governor:

e Creation of a new state
Department of Early Learning,
reporting directly to the
Governor, which would unify

the state's major early learning programs that are cur-
rently spread over many state departments. These would
include child care, ECEAR Early Reading, and the state’s
Head Start Collaboration office.

» Creation of an Early Learning Public-Private Partnership to
encourage business and foundation support of improve-
ments to early learning.

e The launch of a Quality
Rating and Improvement
Scale backed up by tiered
(increased) reimbursement
rates for higher guality
programs.

The Early Learning Council has
also stated that any tiered reim-
bursement plan would be difficult
to justify and administer unless

The Governor’s Early Learning
Council (ELC), created by the state
legislature, has been working
intensively as part of the larger
Washington Learns initiative. This
initiative is charged with reexamin-
ing our state's entire birth through
college education system. The ELC is chaired by Robert Watt,
a Boeing Vice President, and Regina Jones, the Governor’s
chief advisor on early learning services. The ELC also has
broad representation from the state legislature with both par-
ties represented, early learning programs (including child care,
Head Start, and ECEAP), business, foundations, and college
early childhood education (ECE) programs. The ELC has looked
at governance issues impacting how services are coordinated
and delivered. It has also addressed the design of a pilot pro-

the state first raises its current
reimbursement rates for child
care. These rates, which used to
cover the full cost of care at 75%
of the licensed programs in the
state, have deteriorated and now
only cover 30-40% of the pro-
grams. This means limited access to quality care for parents
receiving subsidies and has deprived programs the resources
needed to improve the quality of care they provide.

The Gates Foundation Early Learning Initiative

The Gates Foundation announced its “Investing in Children”
initiative to improve the quality of Early Learning in Washington.
As the largest foundation in the world, they plan to spend up to
$90 million over 10 years, using the following strategies:
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