
Message from the Editor
by Doreen Keller 

This research and writing explores how an integrative approach 
that involves Native language re-introduction within a social 
emotional learning and Positive Behavior Intervention Supports 
framework can help Native children become resilient in the face 
of generational trauma. Their study examines how curricular 
interventions and building-wide culture shifts may impact 
student empathy and student discipline referrals. They found in 
their small study that incorporation of the Native ways and 
language has the power to put students on the right path.   

 The theme of our next journal will focus on innovations 
in education and/or non-traditional school concepts. Some 
related topics under this theme that may contribute to the 
conversation include:

• Innovative school design • STEAM or STEM education 
• Project-based learning  • Design Thinking
• Problem-based learning  • Inquiry-based education
• Place-based learning  • Experiential learning 

Potential articles submitted for the Learn section should be a 
current book review between 500 and 750 words and should 
include the APA reference for the book. Manuscripts for the 
Teach and Lead sections should be between 850 and 2500 
words, focus on either the classroom (i.e., teacher) perspective 
or the leadership perspective, and include citations written in APA 
format. Please submit questions or articles for consideration by 
March 15, 2018 to:  Dr. Doreen Keller (dkeller@whitworth.edu) 

 This September marked my 19th year in education. 
Over these years I have been blessed to interact with kindergart-
eners, 50-somethings and every age in between. No matter the 
age, all our students have stories to tell, and they have a 
complex web of context they bring to our classrooms. Sometimes 
that context is tragic and it can be a source of trauma that affects 
every aspect of their lives. The theme of this edition is Building 
Resiliency, and I am excited to include articles from Washington 
State’s 2016 Teacher of the Year, Whitworth University and 
University of Washington faculty, and a SPED teacher, newer to 
the profession, who recounts her experience working with 
“Andrew” during his tough fifth grade year. 
 As you read the articles in this edition of Curriculum in 
Context, you will find two case studies of students who have 
experienced incredible obstacles in the way of their learning. You 
will read about the courageous work their teachers embarked 
upon in efforts to acknowledge their struggles and advocate for 
them in building resiliency. I hope you ask yourself—as I did 
many times—if you have had students with problems and 
challenges like the ones described. Three notable articles in 
addition to the two case studies round out this fall’s edition:

• Gregory Benner, Laura Allen, Kristi Greenaway Cirignano and 
Josh Garcia share the groundbreaking work of the Tacoma 
Whole Child Initiative in their piece, “Sustainable System for 
Building Resilience:  Preliminary Outcomes of the Tacoma 
Whole Child Initiative.” As part of this article, University of 
Washington Tacoma faculty, along with district leaders within 
Tacoma Public Schools (TPS), describe their thoughtful and 
research-informed 10-year plan to initiate a cultural shift at TPS 
with the hopes of enacting major behavioral and academic 
student gains. The premise of the work is grounded in one core 
underpinning:  “TPS believes academic success is predicated 
in significant measure upon students being able to function 
effectively socially and emotionally, as well as academically, 
within its classrooms and buildings.” This article offers a first 
look at some exciting and hopeful preliminary data.
• Camille Jones, Washington State 2016 Teacher of the Year, 
introduces how she uses Leah Kuypers’ Zones of Regulation in 
her classroom. Within her narrative she shares how she has 
learned valuable lessons from her students and from current 
articles on the subject of The Zones. She tells her story of how 
she starts every class session with a greeting and a check-in 
with each student. She teaches us through her trial and error 
how important it is to acknowledge our students’ emotional 
state and provide them with tools so they can function well “on 
the outside” when not always feeling the best on the inside.
• Finally, Wendy Bleecker, a Whitworth University assistant 
professor, and Stacy Coronado, a counselor at Paschal 
Sherman Indian School, have contributed the article, “Weaving 
Together Native American Language and Social Emotional 
Learning:  Putting the Pieces Back Together.” 
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