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13 Disability Types Defined by IDEA

Autism

Deaf/Blindness

Developmental Delays 

Health Impairment

Hearing Impairment

Mental Retardation

Orthopedic Impairment

Specific Learning Disability

Speech and Language Impairment

Emotional Behavioral Disorder

Traumatic Brain Injury

Visual Impairment

Multiple Impairments
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Higher Incidence Disabilities

ω37%Learning Disabilities

ω22%Speech & Language 
Impairment

ω7%Intellectual Disability

ω6%Serious Emotional 
Disturbance

ω6%Developmental 
Delay



Speech & 
Language 
Impairment



Speech & Language 
Impairment 

A communication disorder relating to language, 
articulation, fluency, voice, and is outside the range of 
acceptable variation in a given environment inconsistent 
with chronological or mental age of the person with the 
disability and effects the emotional, social, or educational 
adjustment of the person with the disability.



Speech & Language

Characteristics
Child is noticeably behind his/her 
peers in speech and language

Educational Implications
Isolation from peers

Reading and Writing difficulties



What can 
you do in 

the 
classroom?
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Specific Learning 
Disability



Learning Disabilities

A disorder in one or more of the basic psychological 
processes involved in understanding or using language, 
spoken, or written, which may manifest itself in an 
imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or 
to do mathematical calculations.
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The File 
Cabinet 
Analogy
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Characteristics of Learning Disabilities

Language  

Literacy

Phonemic awareness

Mathematics

Attention 

Memory

Thinking and reasoning

Metacognitive abilities

Study skills

Learning strategies

Organizational strategies 

Generalization & application 

Social-emotional functioning
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consistently 
INCONSISTENT
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Intellectual 
Disability



Intellectual Disability

A condition characterized by the possession of cognitive 
disabilities which are significantly below average with 
deficits in adaptive behavior and academic or 
developmental achievement.

Mild ID: IQ scores from 55 to 70

Moderate ID: IQ scores from 35 to 54

Severe ID: IQ scores from 20 to 34

Profound ID: IQ scores less than 20



Characteristics of Intellectual 
Disability

Delays 

Learning

Behavior

Social Skills

Language

Academics

Coordination
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Emotional 
Behavioral 
Disorder


