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EMPOWER STUDENTS 
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Getting to know you…..attendees 

introduction 

Taking a glance at Common Core State 

Standards 

Stocking up on Vocabulary Instruction  

Flying High with Vocabulary Strategies 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 



 When given the signal, move to the following corners  

 

 

 CORNER 1:  You are an elementary school teacher  

 CORNER 2:  You are a middle school/junior high 

   school teacher 

 CORNER 3:  You are a high school teacher  

 CORNER 4:  You are in a different category  

MOVING TO THE CORNERS 



What is the most effective way to teach 

vocabulary? 

CORNER QUESTION 



 Move to the corner that includes a statement that most 

closely represents your current thinking regarding Common 

Core Standards: 

 

 CORNER 1:  My knowledge about the CCSS is limited.   

 CORNER 2:  I have read or reviewed the CCSS for 

ELA. 

 CORNER 3:  I know there are CCSS that include 

vocabulary, but I’m not sure what they are.  

 CORNER 4:  I feel like I have a decent understanding 

of the CCSS.  

 

CORNER SWITCHING TIME! 



 Craft and Structure 

 CCR Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone.    

CCSS READING 



 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 CCR Anchor Standard 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.  

 CCR Anchor Standard 5: Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings.  

 CCR Anchor Standard 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of 
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an 
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.  

CCSS LANGUAGE VERTICAL ALIGNMENT 



Step One:  Read the Grade-Specific Standard 

for each Anchor Standard for the clientele you 

currently serve. 

Step Two:  Circle key words in the Grade-

Specific Standard for each Anchor Standard.  

Step Three:  Draw a sketch representing the 

words you circled. 

Step Four:  Share your sketch and circled 

words. 
 

CCSS LANGUAGE VERTICAL ALIGNMENT 



 

VIDEO 







Take two minutes to scan the text. 

Highlight words you think are important 

to understanding the content of the 

selection 

In groups of three or four: 

identify the top three words you agree on 

and circle them  

THREE TIERS 



 

VOCABULARY 

STRATEGIES 



 Instruction that combines definitional information with other 

active processing, such as adding contextual information 

(Stahl), writing (Duin& Graves, 1987), or rich manipulation of 

words (Beck & McKeown, 1983; Lansdown, 1991), is 

consistently more effective than definitional instruction 

alone. 



 Studies indicate that explicit instruction positively impacts 

vocabulary acquisition (Beck & McKoewn, 1991; Blachowicz & 

Fisher, 2000; Graves, 1987; Stahl & Fairbanks, 1986).  

Several features characterize this instruction:  integration, 

repetition, and meaningful use (Nagy, 1988).   



 First, instruction  must relate newly acquired words to other 

words and concepts.  Tied to schema theory, this feature 

suggests the importance of the interrelationships among 

words and importance of connecting new learning with 

existing knowledge (Nagy, 1988).  

 



 The second feature, repetition ,  refers to the need for students 

to not only acquire new word meanings but to also have 

sufficient practice in using the meanings so that the meaning 

can be automatically accessed during reading (Nagy, 1988).  



 The third feature, meaningful use ,  is tied to the level of word 

processing needed to perform a task, or rather, the level at 

which students are actively engaged in using the word 

meanings.  The higher the level of processing, the more likely 

students will learn and retain word meanings (Nagy, 1988).   

 





Provide a description, explanation, 

or example of new term. 

STEP ONE 



 http://visual.merriam-webster.com/earth/geography/remote-

sensing/sonar.php 

 

HOME :: EARTH :: GEOGRAPHY :: REMOTE SENSING :: SONAR

Detection system emitting ultrasound; it is used for detection mainly in a marine environment.

previous

next

Waves reflected by the target and measured by a remote sensing device.

Production of very high-frequency sound vibrations whose echo is captured and analyzed.

Surface or object from which sonar waves reflect.
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Ask students to restate the 

description, explanation, or example 

in their own words. 

STEP TWO 



Word: 

In my own words:  

__________________________________ 

________________ is the same. 

 ________________ is the opposite. 

Picture: 





Ask students to construct a picture, 

symbol, or graphic representing the 

term. 

STEP THREE 



Name:________________________________________________	 Period:_____________	

Vocabutoon 
	
Word:___________________________________	 Part	of	Speech:_______________________________	
	
Definition	of	the	word:_______________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Synonym(s):__________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Antonym(s):	_________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Link/Clue:____________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	
	

	
	
	
Sentence	about	the	picture	using	the	word	AND	the	link/clue.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Sentence	using	the	word	appropriately	(the	sentence	should	clearly	show	the	
author’s	understanding	of	the	word’s	definition.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	



Name:________________________________________________	 Period:_____________	

Vocabutoon 
	
Word:		abduct	 	 	 Part	of	Speech:		verb	
	
Definition	of	the	word:		to	kidnap	or	carry	off	by	force	
	

Synonym(s):	remove,	kidnap	
	
Antonym(s):		release,	let	go	
	
Link/Clue:		abduct	sounds	like	duck	
	
	

	

	
	

	
Sentence	about	the	picture	using	the	word	AND	the	link/clue.	
	
“The	tricky	thief	abducted	the	ducks	from	the	pond.”	
	
	Sentence	using	the	word	appropriately	(the	sentence	should	clearly	show	the	
author’s	understanding	of	the	word’s	definition.	
	
*The	Evil	Knight	planned	to	abduct	the	queen	when	she	came	alone	to	the	village.	
*Our	basketball	team	was	abducted	by	aliens	who	carried	them	off	to	the	planet	
Mars.	
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Engage students periodically in 

activities that help them add to their 

knowledge of the terms in their 

notebooks. 

STEP FOUR 



 http://www.visuwords.com/?word=velocity 
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Word

What is it?

Examples Non-Examples

Definition:

Context

I will probably find this word: I will remember this word by

connecting it:

Word-to-Self Connection
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belonging to or having the 

characteristics of a despot 

Despotic 

undemocratic

,  

authoritarian, 

autocratic 
Dictator: (Ex) 

Hitler 

Mussolini 

To domineer, 

grind down, 

dictate, bossy 

Democratic 

Society 

United States 

Liberal-open-

minded, gentle, 

encouraging 

President:  

Obama 

Prime Minister: 

Cameron 

-In history books 

-Newspaper 

-Media 

-To Hitler and the 

tyrannical reign he 

held over Germany 

 

-Hitler was despotic 

in his treatment of 

the Jewish people. 



Periodically ask students to discuss 

the terms with one another. 

STEP FIVE 



VOCABULARY WORKSHOP  

 

IN YOUR GROUPS, USING THE WORDS ALOUD 

AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, WORK TO COMPLETE 

EXERCISE___________ ON PAGE ______. DO 

NOT WORK BEYOND THIS POINT.  

 

DO NOT ISOLATE YOURSELF FROM YOUR 

GROUP. INSTEAD, DISCUSS THE WORDS AS YOU 

WORK, AND BE SURE YOU HAVE CONSENSUS 

ON QUESTIONS YOU ARE UNSURE ABOUT. YOU 

ARE EACH OTHER’S COLLECTIVE ANSWER 

KEYS! 

 

 



VOCABULARY WALK 

Pair up with another person. 

When given the signal, take a short around 

the room/hall/outside and discuss the 

following word(s):_____________ 

When you hear the signal again, stop your 

conversation. 

Write down a key word or phrase from your 

conversation. 



Involve students periodically in 

games or activities that allow them 

to play with the terms. 

STEP SIX 



VOCABULARY TABLEAU 



 Include both definitional and contextual information  

 Involve students in active and deep processing of words  

 Provide multiple exposures 

 Review, rehearse, and reminds students about the word over 

time 

 Use discussion 

 Invest the time 

 Keep it fresh 

WHATEVER YOU DO, CONSIDER….  


