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Welcome  

 Before we begin: 

 

• Read the 10 

statements below 

 

• Using the 1-5 rating 

scale fill out the 

“Before Sessions” 

column 
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Superintendent Dorn’s Priorities 

2011-2014 
OSPI’s Mission: To provide funding, resources, tools, data and technical 

assistance to educators so that they can help students to be successful 
in our public schools and in college and careers. 

 

1) Meet our Constitutional Obligation to Fully-fund 
our  Public Schools 

2) Improve Achievement for ALL Students  
 Reduce the opportunity gap 

 Reduce the dropout rate 

 Increase STEM opportunities 

 Provide additional student supports 

3) Improve our Student Assessment System  

4) Expand Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

5) Expand and Enhance Early Learning Opportunities 
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   WA CCSS Implementation Timeline 
 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

 
Phase 1: CCSS Exploration 
 
 
Phase 2: Build Awareness & Begin 
Building Statewide Capacity 
 
Phase 3: Build State & District 
Capacity and Classroom Transitions 
 
Phase 4: Statewide Application and 
Assessment 
 
Ongoing: Statewide Coordination 
and Collaboration to Support 
Implementation 
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Why Common Core? 

• Previously every state had its own set of academic 
standards and different expectations of student 
performance 

Consistency 

• Common standards can help create more equal access 
to an excellent education Equity 

• Our students must be prepared to engage and 
collaborate as citizens in a global economy 

Economic 
Opportunity 

• The standards are focused on the critical skills most 
needed for college and career readiness Clarity 

• Common standards create the foundation for schools, 
districts, and states to work collaboratively Collaboration 
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Theory of Practice for  

CCSS Implementation in WA 
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2-Prongs: 

 

1.The What: Content Shifts (for students and educators) 
 Belief that past standards implementation efforts have provided a strong 

foundation on which to build for CCSS; HOWEVER there are shifts that 
need to be attended to in the content. 

 

2.The How: System “Remodeling” 
 Belief that successful CCSS implementation will not take place top down 

or bottom up – it must be “both, and…” 

 Belief that districts across the state have the conditions and commitment 
present to engage wholly in this work. 

 Professional learning systems are critical 



The Big Ideas: introduction, page 7 

 Demonstrate independence 

 Build strong content knowledge 

 Respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, 

and discipline 

 Comprehend as well as critique 

 Value evidence 

 Use technology strategically and capably 

  Come to understand other perspectives and cultures 
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Current WA Standards (GLEs) – Grades K-10 

 

 

 
 

Common Core ELA Standards – Grades K-12 

 

Reading 
Writing 

Communication 

(includes 

Speaking and 

Listening) 

ELA Common Core 
Standards 

Speaking 
and 

Listening 

Reading Writing 

Language 

Media 

&  

Tech 
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K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9-10 11-12 

  

Foundational Skills 

 Print concepts and alphabetic principle 

 Phonological awareness 

 Phonics and word recognition 

 Fluency 

Although foundational skills are addressed prior to grade 6, students who struggle in these areas will need further 

support. 

  

Reading Literature and Informational Texts  
Focus on teaching students reading skills to engage with rigorous texts across a broad spectrum of content; balance the types of texts students read. 

*Percentages represent comprehensive use (teaching, learning, and student production) across a school year.  

 Balance grades K-5 = 50%* literature; 50%* informational text  Balance grade 6-8 = 45%* literature; 55%* informational text 

 Balance grades 9-12 = 30%* literature; 70%* informational text 

  

  

Literacy (Reading and Writing) in History/Social Studies, Science, and Other Technical Subjects  
Focus on teaching key ideas, details, using evidence from text to support conclusions, contextual vocabulary acquisition, and point of view. 

  

  

Writing Standards 
Focus on teaching the processes of writing, including a balance of text types and the role of argument in History/ social studies, and science 

*Percentages represent comprehensive use (teaching, learning, and student production) across a school year. 

  

Balance of writing types, including writing in the content areas 

By grade 4—opinion =30%; information = 35%; narrative =35% 

  

  

Balance of writing types, including writing in the content areas 

Grade 8 – argument = 35%; information = 35%; narrative = 30% 

Grade 12 – argument = 40%; information = 40%; narrative = 20% 

  

Speaking & Listening Standards 
Focus on teaching comprehension and collaboration, presentation of knowledge and ideas, and evaluating speaker’s point of view. 

  

Language Standards 
Focus on teaching conventions of standard English, knowledge of language in different contexts, and vocabulary acquisition.  

  

  

Shifting to comprehensive literacy 
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Three Shifts in English Language Arts 

 

• Building content knowledge 
through content-rich 
nonfiction 

 
 

• Reading, writing, and speaking 
grounded in evidence from 
text, both literary and 
informational 

 
 

• Regular practice with 
complex text and its 
academic language 
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Shift One:  

Building content knowledge through  

content-rich nonfiction 

•Provides an ideal context for building language, vocabulary, 

knowledge, and reasoning 

 

•Is challenging, complex, and has deep comprehension-building 

potential 

 

•Is an opportunity for students to learn how to engage, interact, 

and have “conversations” with the text in ways that prepare 

them for the type of experiences they will encounter in college 

and careers. 
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Shift Two: Reading, writing, and speaking 

grounded in evidence from text, both 

literary and informational 

 

Moving from “how do you feel about  

what you just read? Do you like it?” 

 

to 

 

“Identify three examples that let you  

know what the author’s purpose is. 

 Do you agree with the author?” 
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 Shift Three: 

 Regular practice with complex 

 text and its academic language 

 

 Careful, targeted scaffolding of text complexity 

 

 Focus on appropriately rigorous texts 

 

 Strategic teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary with 

authentic application of new words and terms 

 



   

how word choice 

contributes to 

meaning and 

tone (RL.8.4)  

be able to cite  

textual evidence  

(RL.8.1) 

support the assertions  

(arguments) they make  

in writing (W.8.1, W.8.9) 

Grade 8: compare and contrast the 

structure of two or more texts and 

analyze how the different structure of 

each text contributes to its meaning 

and style (RL.8.5). 
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NOW– CCSS FOCUS THEN 

FOCUS on the core Beginning to balance differentiation 

ALL students from B-12 are acquiring 
English language 

Hard division in support programming for 
ELL/non-ELL literacy instruction 

Comprehensive and authentic blended 
literacy experiences 

“Siloes” of reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening 
 

Birth-to-12th grade horizontal articulation Birth to P/ K-12 horizontal articulation 

Assessments that can inform instruction, 
with focus on authentic formative 
assessment 

Highlight focus on summative 
assessments 

Literacy as a process… for educators and 
students! 

Literacy with end points at different 
grades 
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ELA/Literacy: 

The Students’ Learning 

Literacy 

Compare 

Contrast 

Evaluate 

Sort Categorize 

Analyze 

Reason 
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English Language Arts: 

 Teaching the Shifts 

  

 Higher- level  

Comprehension 
Critical Reading 

Analytical Thinking  Writing 

Literacy 
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Example of Grade-Level Progression in 

Reading 

 CCSS Reading Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, 

events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

 

WSASCD-WASA-OSPI/ ELA/ 10.12.12 



Anchor Standard 1 in 

Reading/Writing 

 Anchor standard 1 is about argumentative writing and the 

components needed in a logical argument. 

 

 It emphasizes: 

 Writing sound arguments 

 Sufficient supporting evidence 

 Valid reasoning 

 

 The need to read critically 

 Analysis of substantive topics/text 
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What is Vertical Articulation 

Vertical alignment asks: 

 

 How are the content standards/objectives related from 

one year/grade to the next? 

 Knowledge or skills extend to a wider range  of 

content 

 Deeper understanding of the (cognitive process) 

for same content 

 New content or skills 
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Vertical Articulation 
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Depth of Knowledge/DOK 

 

Webb, Norman L. and others. “Web Alignment Tool” 24 July 2005. Wisconsin Center of Educational Research. University of Wisconsin-Madison. 2 

Feb. 2006. <http://www.wcer.wisc.edu/WAT/index.aspx>. 



Writing to Inform and Make Arguments 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt_2jI010WU&feature=

player_detailpage  

 

 

 Required mastery of three kinds of writing 

• Analytical writing  

• Rendering complex information clearly 

• Student writing styles/multiple disciplines 
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Common Core State Standards  

 

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students must 
have  ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, structured 
conversations—as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a 
partner. Being productive members of these conversations requires that 
students contribute accurate, relevant information; respond to and 
develop what others have said 

 

make comparisons and contrasts; and 

analyze and synthesize a multitude of 

 ideas in various domains. 
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Washington’s Comprehensive  

Literacy Plan (CLP) 

 How it supports CCSS 

 What it gives administrators 

 What it gives parents & community 

 What it gives teachers 

 What it gives students 

 What’s next 
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What it takes to fully implement 
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Early Learning Plan: A 10-year roadmap 

 

WSASCD-WASA-OSPI/ ELA/ 10.12.12 



Washington State’s Foundation 
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30 

Key 
Cognitive 

Strategies 

Key  
Learning 
Skills and 
Techniques 

Problem Formulation 

Research 

Interpretation 

Communication 

Precision & Accuracy 

 

Structure of Knowledge 

Challenge Level 

Value 

Attribution 

Effort 

 
Key  
Content 
Knowledge 

think: know: 

Ownership of Learning 

Learning Techniques 

 

 

act: 
Postsecondary Awareness 

Postsecondary Costs 

Matriculation 

Career Awareness 

Role and Identity 

Self-advocacy 

 

go: 

Key 
Transition 

Knowledge 
and Skills 

ELEMENTS OF COLLEGE READINESS  

Source: Dr. David Conley, Educational Policy Improvement Center 
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Smarter Balanced Assessment  

System Components 

Common 

Core State 

Standards 

specify  

K-12 

expectations 

for college 

and career 

readiness 

All students 

leave  

high school 

college  

and career 

ready  

Teachers and 

schools have 

information and 

tools they need to 

improve teaching 

and learning 

 

 

 
Interim assessments  

Flexible, open, used for 
actionable feedback 

Summative 
assessments  

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness 

Teacher resources for  
formative assessment 

practices 
to improve instruction 
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   WA CCSS Implementation Timeline 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 

 
Phase 1: CCSS Exploration 
 
 
Phase 2: Build Awareness & Begin 
Building Statewide Capacity 
 
Phase 3: Build State & District 
Capacity and Classroom Transitions 
 
Phase 4: Statewide Application and 
Assessment 
 
Ongoing: Statewide Coordination 
and Collaboration to Support 
Implementation 

WSASCD-WASA-OSPI/ ELA/ 10.12.12 



What should educators be doing to 

implement CCSS?  

 3 Year Transition Plan 

 Common ESD trainings 

 

 Take time to collaboratively learn the CCSS in the 
transition areas 
 Read and re-read the CCSS 

 Read the appendices and collaborate with your colleagues about 
“how WE can make this happen” 

 Consider the balance of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in 
your classroom today: what needs enhancement?  

 Understand the demands in knowledge and skills in the CCSS 

 Look for opportunities to incorporate the CCSS in the classroom 
 

 

WSASCD-WASA-OSPI/ ELA/ 10.12.12 



 

  

  

K-12 English Language Arts 
  

  

Introduction 

  

Familiarize district/building leadership team with Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 

and Technical Subjects. Investigate and interpret the implications for instruction in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language. 

  

  

  

  

  

Year One 

2011-2012 

  

  

  

Identify and understand the design of skills and concepts in ELA  

Develop an understanding of the vertical articulation of skills and concepts from Kindergarten through Career and College Readiness  
Develop an understanding of overarching cross-content concepts (i.e., technology and media) 
  
Understand the increasing text complexity, its role in preparing students to be career and college ready, and implications for instruction and materials.   
  
  
Continue strong instruction of current Washington Reading, Writing, and Communication Standards (EALRs and GLEs) 

  

  
  

Resources Common Core State Standards Documents       Introduction and Year One Support Modules        ESD support        OSPI technical assistance          OSPI CCSS Webinar Series  

  K-12 English Language Arts 

  

  

  

  

  

Year Two 

  

2012-2013 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Year One focus and strategies, and: 
  
Adjust curricular materials and adapt instruction to: 
  
 Build a shared responsibility for the development of reading and writing skills and knowledge across content areas through a balance of 

nonfiction and literature texts 
  

 Focus on the role of argument in reading and writing and speaking and listening instruction, with particular emphasis incorporating text-based 
questions and writing using evidence from sources. 

  
 Intentionally address academic vocabulary and its role in reading comprehension and written and oral language production. 

  

 Begin to develop, enhance, and integrate literacy skills across social studies/History, science, and other technical subjects. 
  
  

Continue strong instruction of current Washington Reading, Writing, and Communication Standards (EALRs and GLEs)   
  

Resources 

  

  

Common Core State Standards Documents      ESD support and technical assistance          OSPI technical assistance            OSPI CCSS ELA Webinar Series 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.insidemathematics.org/index.php/common-core-standards
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Publishers_Criteria_for_K-2.pdf


  
K-12 English Language Arts 

  

  

  

  

Year Three 

2013-2014 

  

  

Years  One and Two foci and strategies, and: 

  
Adjust curricular materials and adapt instruction to: 
  
Emphasize speaking and listening skills as an avenue to evaluate, integrate and present information from many sources.  
  
Expand and deepen the teaching of language skills, focusing on the relationship between grammar and usage and the comprehension and production of 
effective written text. 
  
Incorporate   technology/multi-media to gather, research, develop, and publish information.  
  

Engage in continued professional development, collaborative study, and action to address the depth of the curricular and instructional shifts (i.e. text 

complexity, academic vocabulary, content literacy, and writing instruction). 

  

Plan collaboratively to develop rigorous English language arts lessons and units using the CCSS.  

  

Continue strong instruction of current Washington Reading, Writing, and Communication Standards (EALRs and GLEs) 

  

Resources Common Core State Standards Documents      ESD support and technical assistance          OSPI technical assistance            TBD 
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Transition Plan for Washington State 

Year One: read, re-read, re-re-read the CCSS for ELA, and  
 
Understand the increasing text complexity, its role in preparing students to be career 
and college ready, and implications for instruction and materials.   
 

Year Two: 
Build a shared responsibility for the development of reading and writing skills and 
knowledge across content areas through a balance of nonfiction and literature texts 
 

 Focus on the role of argument in reading and writing and speaking and listening 
instruction, with particular emphasis incorporating text-based questions and 
writing using evidence from sources. 

 

 Intentionally address academic vocabulary and its role in reading comprehension 
and written and oral language production. 

  

•     Begin to develop, enhance, and integrate literacy skills across social studies/    
History, science, and other technical subjects. 
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Implementation Partnerships 

PLUS… 
School Districts 

Higher Education 

Statewide Education and Content 

Associations 

Washington 
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Top Resources for  

English Language Arts/Literacy Educators 

 

 Achieve The Core Guidance and templates on how to begin implementing the shifts, 

assembled by the nonprofit Student Achievement Partners. 

 

 EngageNY/ New York  Materials for teachers and teams, videos of classroom application 

 Kansas Department of Ed Collection of teacher-created work for CCSS in the classroom 

 

 Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) Focuses on secondary with an eye to cross-content 

integration. The LDC work can also inform all ELA teachers as we move to more 

comprehensive literacy teaching.  

 International Reading Association (IRA) has just released some great work around 

implementing CCSS in ELA/Literacy. Working collaboratively with NCTE, IRA is leading the 

charge with reading.  

 

 National Council of Teachers of English is convening multiple experts and partners to provide 

teachers with comprehensive supports for English Language Arts and professional 

collaborative learning. Stay tuned – more coming this fall! 
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Resources and Opportunities 

From CCSS Developers… 
 CCSS Publisher’s Criteria – ELA and Math  
 (http://engageny.org/resource/publishers-criteria-for-elaliteracy-and-math/)  

 

Going deeper with other states… 

Tri-State Quality Review Rubrics and Process  
 (http://engageny.org/resource/tri-state-quality-review-rubric-and-rating-process/)  

 

These tools can be used to… 

Inform materials review and adoption process 

Consider existing materials 

Facilitate targeted discussions, collaboration, and professional 
development with publishers and other providers 
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Ways to Stay Involved 

 

 Ongoing collaboration through ELAN: 

 Communication network 

 Connecting you to our state and national literacy 

associations, workgroups, and opportunities 

 Professional learning for you and collaborative 

partnership to strengthen literacy across all regions 
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English Language Arts Office 

Teaching and Learning, OSPI 

360-725-6064  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9-10 11-12 
  

Foundational Skills 
 Print concepts and alphabetic principle 

 Phonological awareness 

 Phonics and word recognition 

 Fluency 

Although foundational skills are addressed prior to grade 6, students 

who struggle in these areas will need further support. 

  

Reading Literature and Informational Texts  
Focus on teaching students reading skills to engage with rigorous texts across a broad spectrum of content; balance the types of texts 

students read. 

*Percentages represent comprehensive use (teaching, learning, and student production) across a school year.  

 Balance grades K-5 = 50%* literature; 50%* 

informational text 

 Balance grade 6-8 = 45%* literature; 55%* informational text 

 Balance grades 9-12 = 30%* literature; 70%* informational 

text 

  

  

Literacy (Reading and Writing) in History/Social Studies, Science, and Other Technical Subjects  
Focus on teaching key ideas, details, using evidence from text to support conclusions, contextual vocabulary acquisition, and point of 

view. 

  

  

Writing Standards 
Focus on teaching the processes of writing, including a balance of text types and the role of argument in History/ social studies, and 

science 

*Percentages represent comprehensive use (teaching, learning, and student production) across a school year.  

  

Balance of writing types, including writing in the content areas 

By grade 4—opinion =30%; information = 35%; narrative =35% 

  

  

Balance of writing types, including writing in the content areas 

Grade 8 – argument = 35%; information = 35%; narrative = 30% 

Grade 12 – argument = 40%; information = 40%; narrative = 20% 

  

Speaking & Listening Standards 
Focus on teaching comprehension and collaboration, presentation of knowledge and ideas, and evaluating speaker’s point of view. 

  

Language Standards 
Focus on teaching conventions of standard English, knowledge of language in different contexts, and vocabulary acquisition.  
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One Last Thing 

 Before we Leave: 

 

• Read the 10 

statements below 

 

• Using the 1-5 rating 

scale fill out the 

“After Sessions” 

column 
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Thank you! 
English Language Arts/Literacy 
 

ELA/Literacy Support: 

• Liisa Moilanen Potts,  

Liisa.MoilanenPotts@k12.wa.us  

 

• Luisa Sanchez-Nilsen, 

Luisa.Sanchez-Nilsen@k12.wa.us 

 

 

General Support / Overall CCSS Leadership: 

- General email: corestandards@k12.wa.us 

- Jessica Vavrus, jessica.vavrus@k12.wa.us 

 

Math Support / CCSS Coordination Lead:  

- Greta Bornemann, Greta.Bornemann@k12.wa.us 
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