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Reflect
• Why did you get into education? What
called you to this work? Share with a
partner.

• What is it about our work that allows us to be
pulled away from student perspective and
student voice?

End Game of My Message
• First, I want each of you to be reminded of the most
important stakeholder in this thing we call
education…our children.
• Reawaken and stir the passion for the work we
share as educators.
• Bring into the foreground the perspective of student
voice in the work of contemporary schools.
• Generate ideas and thinking about how you might
amplify the perspective and focus on students
throughout your system.

How do you know that the work you are leading every day is
actually working for students?
Where do you seek evidence of success?

Placing Students and Their
Voice at the Center…
“Listen to students because they can serve as
‘informants’ and advocates to educators on what
works and what does not work in schools.” Cushman
“Students will resist any process that disempowers
them…familiar school routines, teacher talk, passive
instruction, and exclusion of student co-participation in
curriculum design.” Schor

Voices of Our Children
 One day the first grade teacher was reading the story
of the Three Little Pigs to her class. She came to the
part of the story where the first pig was trying to
accumulate the building materials for his home. She
read, "...And so the pig went up to the man with the
wheelbarrow full of straw and said, 'Pardon me sir, but
may I have some of that straw to build my house?'" The
teacher paused then asked the class, "And what do
you think that man said?” One little boy raised his hand
and said, "I think he said... 'Holy shit! A talking pig!'"

Nationally, Who Are Our
Students?

Center for Education Policy, 2012

Consider this…
• Nine out of 10 students in the US are educated
in public schools.
• More than three-fifths of the nation’s public
school students live in the South and West.
• About one-fifth of public school students
attend a school chosen by their parents.
• About 45% of the nation’s public school
students are children of color.

Center for Education Policy, 2012

Consider this…
• Two-thirds of African American and Latino
students attend schools in which more than
50% of the students are from low-income
families. Less than one-fourth of white students
attend schools with poverty rates this high.
• Almost one-fifth of the nation’s school-age
children are from families with an income
below the poverty threshold.
• About one in eight public school students
receives special education services, but spend
the majority of the school day in regular
classrooms.

As you reflect on the profile of the students enrolled in
public schools, what are the implications for
classrooms, schools, districts? Discuss with a partner.

Looking Through the
Eyes Of Our Students

What would learners say they
need at the classroom level to be
successful? School level? District
level?

Building Schools with
Our Students in Mind
• Classroom Level

• School Level

• District Level

Classroom
• Know me and show me you believe I can do great things.
• Tell me what I should be learning and how I will know if I am doing
it well.

• Give me feedback so that I know if I am being successful and I
know what is next in my learning.
• Provide learning opportunities that are relevant to me, safe for risktaking and struggle.
• Use the kind of practices that ensure my success as a learner.
• When measuring effective instruction, ask me what I am learning
and why.

Schools
• Ensure my experiences across teachers and classes is
consistently high quality.
• Involve me in the teaching and learning of the school.

• Make sure that what I’m learning opens doors for my future and
beyond.
• School is a “Home Game” for me and not an “Away Game.”
• Ask me and consult with me about what is working and what
needs to be improved.
• Allow me to feel known, valued, respected and connected
within the school community.

District
• Ensure that my experience across schools is consistent
because I sometimes move between schools.
• Create gateways and not barriers to ensure I have a

high quality learning experience.
• Ask me and consult with me about what is working
and what needs to be improved.

Voices of Our Children

Buffalo Wings

Major Initiatives: What’s In It For
Our Students?
• Common Core State Standards

• Teacher & Principal Evaluation

• Gap Closing Work: Data Driven Instruction

Voices of Our Children
11th Grader at an Alternative School…

“I watched the teacher go to this one student,
he was a popular kid, an athlete. I could tell
the way she looked at him that she thought
he was smart. I raised my hand and I asked
her if she could help me with this assignment.
She said, “Come in first thing tomorrow
morning.” I needed help that day, I was
drowning in the class, and how could I tell her
that I was homeless and wouldn’t be back to
that school tomorrow. I wasn’t one of the
smart kids.”

Amplifying Student Voice
in Schools
• Convene student focus groups four or five times a year to
gather input and feedback from students on key initiatives.
• Select students to participate in professional development
with staff.
• Include students when analyzing school and district data to
gain their insights on the “why” of the data.
• Use the technique of anonymity to collect student
perceptions on white boards, chart paper or post-its for staff
viewing.
Self-assessment: To what degree do you currently seek out
and utilize student perspectives as a key driver for classroom
practice? School Practice? District Practice? Share with a
partner.

A Letter to My Teacher
Hello Mrs. Campbell,
Do you remember me? My name is Nicole Meter. You were my
sixth grade teacher. Well, I will be graduating this semester from
Brigham Young University with a degree in teaching. I wouldn’t
be achieving my goal of being a teacher if it weren’t for you.
You always pushed me and you always believed in me…it was
like you knew how to get the most out of me and all the kids in
my class. Sometimes I felt like you thought I could do things that I
didn’t even think I could do, but now looking back, I know you
saw what I didn’t even see. I hope you remember me, I just
wanted you to know that you made a difference for me….

Nicole

Student Voice and School and
District Improvement
• Stay focused on student results.
• Build triangular relationships with adults, not linear
ones.
• Continually seek input and feedback from
students about school and district improvements.

• Listen to ALL students, not just students who were
successful.

Because…the Children are Counting on US!
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