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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
IN OUR SCHOOLS
By Frank Brouillet

The public schools have lost favor with the American public
during recent years. Therefore, heroic efforts must be devoted to

restoring this lost confidence and respect. Hopefully, ground lost i
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New citizens organizations were formed at the national
level in the early 70’s such as the National Committee for Ci-
tizens in Education and the Institute for Responsive Education.
Washington State now has the citizens Education Center North-
west which is supported by a three-year grant from the Ford
Foundation.

These are some of the factors which impinge upon us today.
We cannot ignore our changing constituency and more important,

during this last decade will not only
be recovered but education will
become, as it should be, the central
institution of American . .. 1

So said Dr. George H. Gallup in
reviewing the first ten years of Gallup
polls of attitudes towards education.

One of the most interesting parts
of these polls is found in the demo-
graphics of the samples. A review of
the changing composition of the pop-
ulation samples over eleven years of
these surveys reveals a dramatic de-
cline in the percent of respondents
with children in the public schools. In
1969, 44% of the respondents had
children in the public schools. In
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we cannot ignore the needs of our
people.

In Washington State we have
laws on the books which give the
schools authority to provide services
in a number of areas. Among these
are the following:

Community schools authorized

(but not funded)

Community use of schools for
general purposes

Community use of playgrounds
and athletic facilities

Use of school facilities for nur-
sery schools

Use of school facilities to pro-

vide meals for the elderly (with

1979, the figure has dropped to 28%. Another data comparison
indicates that in 1969 half of the respondents in the sample had
no children in public schools. In the 1979 sample, over two thirds
of the respondents had no children in public schools. Although
these figures come from national samples consisting of about
1,500 randomly selected adults, we find similar changes in our
own state and local communities.

Generally, people with children in our schools know more
about what we are doing and tend to be more supportive of our
efforts. It is apparent that this base of support is much smaller
than it once was.

To complicate our jobs, our image has been slipping. What
do people see and hear these days about the schools? In a cur-
rent study, the Ford Foundation says millions of adults are
illiterate. Enrollments are declining while costs are escalating.
Johnny can’t read, write, or add. While some of these concerns
are national and some may not relate directly to our state or
public schools, such headlines, among others, hurt our cause.

People do not take the time to find out how well our schools are
doing.

We are also being impacted because the age composition
of our public is changing. There are relatively fewer children and
the elderly are increasing in proportion to the total population.
The elderly do not have children in school. They also need costly
services.

Futhermore, the protest movements and antipoverty pro-
grams of recent years have left citizens a legacy of ways to or-
ganize to influence public policy.

Many school districts now relate to numerous activist
groups.

certain limitations)

Use of school buses in emergencies (with certain limitations)

In addition, state law requires that school districts evidence
community participation in their programs to develop student
learning objectives. The law now also requires that each school
district annually publish a district guide with extensive infor-
mation about district policy and operation.

For many years, the school district budget law has required
that the annual budget be considered in a public hearing. State
law also gives parents the right to have a public hearing if they
have concerns about instructional materials or textbooks. We now
have both federal and state laws which mandate parent involve-
ment in the design and conduct of programs for handicapped
children. Parents of handicapped children are discovering their
rights and making their influence felt through numerous effective
organizations. Other federal laws have mandated citizen parti-
cipation in one form or another.

In the face of these obligations and challenges, we need to
reach out to the community at large in a variety of ways to in-
volve those of the school community. We need lay people in-
volved in direct personal ways. As professionals, we need to re-
orient our thinking and become more accepting of *“outsiders.”
We need to spend the time to plan for citizen involvement. We
need to develop educational success in school. We need to be
patient, because such involvement will cause us to take more
time to accomplish tasks.

The trade-off may be that in the long run, we get better
understanding of these tasks and therefore better support. And
we need the support of the entire community to continue to
operate quality school programs.

Continued on page 2





































