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Letter from the 
Editors 
By Jill Heiney-Smith 

When we selected the theme for our last issue, The 21st 

Century is NOW, we had no idea how prescient our 

concerns would be regarding the rapid changes emerging 

in this century. Certainly, we were thinking about 

technology and its impact on education, but did not 

predict that our whole school system would be moved 

online in a matter of weeks, or how completely “21st 

Century” our 2020/21 school year would be. At every 

WSASCD meeting I hear the stories of innovation and 

commitment that board members share from around 

this state. I hear these stories, too, from the 160 teacher 

candidates completing their internships for our teacher 

education program in a remote learning format. It is 

humbling and inspiring.  

The urgency can make it difficult to slow it down and 

remember that we have a wealth of tools and previous 

learning to ground our new reality. Just like we center 

our P-12 students’ learning in what they already know, 

we want to present our readers with some reminders 

about the good work done by previous authors for the 

journal. For this “greatest hits” issue, WSASCD board 

members selected articles going back to 1997 that are 

relevant now for myriad reasons, including emotional 

literacy, teacher representation and professional 

development and collaboration. As board member Dr. 

Ginger Callison writes, “Though the challenges we were 

working through at that time [1997] were different than 

the ones we’re currently tackling, what we need from 

leaders to successfully move forward is largely 

unchanged.” I invite you to read these articles again and 

consider what you already know.  
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Dr. Pete Renn is co-editor and an assistant dean and 

faculty member in the School of Education at Seattle 

Pacific University. An educator for 28 years, Pete's 
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and serving as a school principal. His research interests 

focus on the social foundations of education and the 

application of the principles of critical pedagogy in the 

classroom.  
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